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Building a Nation that is Smarter, Faster, Better

New Zealand needs a national economic ambition so we know what infrastructure we’re
building and why, Infrastructure New Zealand says as Building Nations 2026 gets underway in
Otautahi Christchurch today.

New Zealand has never lacked ambition. What it has lacked is agreement about what kind of
country it wants to become and the long-term plan needed to get there.

Infrastructure New Zealand CEO Nick Leggett says New Zealand needs to stop debating
individual projects in isolation and start with a much bigger question: what kind of country are
we trying to build?

“You can’t multiply by dividing. We can’t cut our way to prosperity. Before we decide what
infrastructure we need over the next 30 or 50 years, we need to decide what kind of nation we
want to be.”

That means answering questions about population, economic growth, exports and the
industries that will underpin future prosperity.

“Transmission investment should follow energy ambition. Ports should follow export ambition.
Housing should follow employment ambition.” Mr Leggett says.

“In New Zealand, we tend to argue about the road or railway project before we have agreed
what economic future itis supposed to support.”

That theme will run through Building Nations this week, where more than 1,000 infrastructure
leaders will consider how New Zealand can build smarter, faster and better. From lifting
productivity and accelerating project delivery to unlocking investment and making better use of
existing assets.

International speakers will bring lessons from countries that have successfully built for long-
term growth, including Anglian Water CEO Mark Thurston, who will examine why some nations
build, and bestselling author Derek Thompson, who will explore the politics and culture behind
the desire to build and grow. (LinkedlIn)


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnz.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Finfrastructure-new-zealand%3Futm_source%3Dchatgpt.com&data=05%7C02%7CIssy.Pasley%40infrastructure.org.nz%7Ca9f41aa1eb9e4709af1008defe36dc38%7C2fb870d4ae964731bbb1fb28ababb2f9%7C0%7C0%7C639227708750536944%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z%2BtKcRwGJ%2F9KQv%2FoNve4n2Oo5zqieXwEihkvj0ykHqg%3D&reserved=0

Mr Leggett says the problem in Aotearoa is biggerthan infrastructure.

“Without an agreed national ambition and settled sense of direction, every new Government
starts from scratch. Priorities shift, projects are cancelled, strategies are rewritten and debates
are reopened.

“Successful countries still have political disagreements. They still change governments. The
difference is that they have built institutional settings that allow long-term objectives to
endure.

“We know New Zealand can build infrastructure, but can we build a shared purpose that will
allow us to create a more prosperous, healthy nation for generations to come?”

ENDS

Infrastructure New Zealand is the nation’s leading infrastructure member association. Our
core purpose is to advance best practice development of world-class transport, energy, water,
telecommunications, and social infrastructure for all New Zealanders. We do this through
research, advocacy, and public and private sector collaboration. Our membership is
comprised of over 150 organisations, including central and local government agencies,
consultants, contractors, financiers, utilities, and academics — collectively employing
approximately 150,000 people in infrastructure-related roles. Together, we are committed to
creating a better New Zealand through outstanding infrastructure.
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