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National Infrastructure Plan gets Government Go-ahead. Now it’s Time to Grow.

Infrastructure New Zealand has welcomed the Government’s support for the National Infrastructure
Plan, saying the focus must now shift to delivery.

Infrastructure New Zealand Chief Executive Nick Leggett said the Government’s response shows it
understands the scale of New Zealand’s infrastructure challenge.

"The Plan shows us why New Zealand keeps struggling to deliver infrastructure well, despite
spending heavily over many years.

"Backing all sixteen recommendations is a strong signal. The inclusion of opposition party responses
in the Government's document is encouraging too. Infrastructure works best when it outlasts any
single government, and cross-party engagement is exactly the kind of foundation that makes that
possible. The opportunity now is to turn agreement into action and rhetoric into behavioural
change."

Mr Leggett said the response closely aligns with what Infrastructure New Zealand has advocated for
over the years.

"Steps to improve investment assurance, better asset management, better data and integrated
spatial planning are not abstract ideas. They are the basics of a system that can deliver. We've seen
other nations improve these; we can do the same."

Strengthening public sector leadership through the Public Service Commission is
welcomed, “we’ve got to take a system-wide approach to appointing and developing infrastructure
leaders, with the right skills and commercial expertise.

While Infrastructure New Zealand acknowledges the fiscal environment in which the Plan has been
developed, Mr Leggett said the plan should also contain an ambition and expectation that we will
grow.

"Fiscal discipline matters, but we cannot cut our way out of an infrastructure deficit. Infrastructure
investment drives growth and productivity, and our planning needs to reflect the country New
Zealand wants to become. This is why we’re advocating that long-term infrastructure investment is
anchored to a national economic growth strategy — so that what we build is driven by where we want
to go as a country.”

He said the National Infrastructure Pipeline must also become more reliable for industry and
investors.



"The Pipeline is useful, but it cannot just be a wish list. Industry needs more clarity on what is likely
to go ahead, and that what is contained in any pipeline, is funded and therefore will be delivered."

"The Plan gives New Zealand a roadmap. The job now is implementation and ambition."

"We have had enough good reports. This plan has to turn into action that improves communities,
strengthens businesses and helps New Zealand grow."

ENDS

Infrastructure New Zealand is the nation’s leading infrastructure member association. Our core
purpose is to advance best practice development of world-class transport, energy, water,
telecommunications, and social infrastructure for all New Zealanders. We do this through research,
advocacy, and public and private sector collaboration. Our membership is comprised of over 150
organisations, including central and local government agencies, consultants, contractors, financiers,
utilities, and academics — collectively employing approximately 150,000 people in infrastructure-
related roles. Together, we are committed to creating a better New Zealand through outstanding
infrastructure.
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