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Kia ora

Welcome to the September edition of InfraRead.

We are always adding people from member organisations to our mailing list. If you are receiving InfraRead for the 
first time, welcome. InfraRead is our monthly newsletter designed to keep you up-to-date with key happenings 
relevant to the infrastructure sector.

With New Zealand now out of a full lockdown, most of us are trying to make the most of what the new normal allows. 
Aucklanders in particular are welcoming the loosening of restrictions following the longest period in a full lockdown 
since the onset of Covid-19.

This month’s edition covers the relaunch of Building Nations 2021, along with several Government announcements.

Some of the bigger reform programmes we have been engaging with the Government on are: 
• Review into the Future for Local Government
• Resource Management System reform
• Three Waters Reform Programme
• Transport outcomes (including congestion pricing).

These are substantial reform programmes and we anticipate drawn-out engagement processes. Of the above list, 
the changes to the Resource Management Act are progressing with the Natural and Built Environments Bill and the 
Strategic Planning Bill to be tabled in Parliament next year. We engaged with the Government on the exposure draft 
of the Natural and Built Environments Bill; in addition to making a submission, staff signed confidentiality 
agreements with the Ministry for the Environment to assist with technical work. We will be engaging with 
Government officials on the Strategic Planning Bill in early October. 

On another important matter, this week is Mental Health Awareness Week, and World Suicide Prevention Day was 
observed on 10 September this year. New Zealand sadly has one of the highest suicide rates in the developed world. 
Covid-19 has no doubt compounded effects on our mental wellbeing and sense of belonging – from people not able 
to get out and about, to those who have lost their jobs, to many who have experienced drastic changes in their 
personal circumstances beyond their control. 

Suicide can be prevented and that solutions are available. As well as the Mental Health Foundation website, the 
Ministry of Health website contains useful material, such as what services and support are available, and what to do 
if someone needs urgent help. The Mates in Construction website also  has useful information. The theme of Mental 
Health Awareness Week this year is take time to kōrero/mā te kōrero, ka ora - a little chat can go a long way. You 
might be saving a life by doing so. 

I encourage you to reach out if you have any comments or feedback, or if there are specific matters you would like 
to discuss. I can be contacted at claire.edmondson@infrastructure.org.nz.

Feel free to forward this newsletter to others in your organisation. If you have colleagues who would like to be added 
to the mailing list, they can subscribe by emailing office@infrastructure.org.nz.

Ngā mihi
Claire Edmondson
General Manager
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The need for a dedicated 
MIQ facility
By Claire Edmondson, General Manager
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The ongoing community outbreak of the Covid-19 Delta variant and the 
pressure it has placed on an already stretched managed isolation and 
quarantine (MIQ) network has again raised the subject of specialist MIQ 
facilities.

At the same time, there have 
been many reports of businesses 
unable to secure skilled 
employees – often specialists 
in their fields – from overseas 
with skills that cannot readily be 
sourced in New Zealand. 

The three primary reasons cited 
are:
•	 suspension of the processing 

of most work visa applications
•	 closed border
•	 inability to secure spots in an 

MIQ facility.

Businesses have also reported 
issues caused by the inability 
to travel overseas to install 
and commission equipment 
manufactured in New Zealand 
because of the difficulty securing 
spots in MIQ enabling staff to 
return in a known timeframe.

Infrastructure New Zealand is 
exploring the merits of New 
Zealand having a dedicated MIQ 
facility for skilled employees who 
hold work visas.

We are initially looking to focus 
on the construction sector, 
given its close relationship with 
infrastructure projects and the 
delays some major projects have 
experienced due to difficulties 
securing specialists from 
offshore.

There have already been musings 
on the need for dedicated MIQ 
facilities, but sector engagement 
has yet to be undertaken. 

A Government-private sector 
partnership approach could 
potentially be the game-changer 
required to make a purpose-built 
MIQ facility feasible. 

ISSUE 4. SEPTEMBER 2021
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Sure, New Zealand will not be 
able to build a hospital-like 
facility in a week like China 
does, but the involvement of 
industry expertise would mean 
a commercial focus on delivery 
instead of endless briefings and 
updates to bureaucrats.

We will survey members in early 
October to gauge initial thoughts. 

That feedback will inform 
our advocacy efforts to the 
Government, particularly whether 
a purpose-built MIQ facility for 
work visa holders is needed, 
where it should be located, who 
should fund it, and what it might 
be used for in a post Covid-19 
environment. 

We will expand on those 
discussions at Building Nations 
2021 in November.

ISSUE 4. SEPTEMBER 2021
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Infrastructure Australia 
publishes the 2021 Australian 
Infrastructure Plan  
By Romilly Madew, Chief Executive Officer, Infrastructure Australia 
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Australia’s independent national infrastructure adviser, Infrastructure 
Australia released its 2021 Australian Infrastructure Plan earlier this month. 
Infrastructure Australia’s Chief Executive Officer, Romilly Madew, provides 
an overview of the organisation’s 15-year reform agenda and how it will work 
with government and industry to drive its implementation. 

A forward focused reform 
document 
Infrastructure Australia’s 
vision for 2036 is to create an 
Australia where infrastructure 
improves the sustainability of our 
economic, social, environmental 
and governance settings to 
improve quality of life throughout 
our communities. 

The 2021 Australian 
Infrastructure Plan sets out the 
reforms needed over the next 15 
years to achieve this. It provides 
Australia’s governments with a 
cross-sectoral and pragmatic 
reform roadmap that prioritises 
community outcomes and the 
delivery of affordable, high-
quality infrastructure services 
across our country’s diverse 
geographies.

It also considers and responds 
to the series of unprecedented 
shocks and stresses Australia has 
recently experienced including 
the Covid-19 pandemic, bushfires, 
extreme weather events, and 
broader geo-political uncertainty.

As part of our role in providing 
independent advice to Australia’s 
governments, we first developed 
the 2019 Australian Infrastructure 
Audit which identified 180 
challenges and opportunities 
facing our infrastructure sector.

This research was supplemented 
by our December 2020 
Infrastructure Beyond Covid-19 
report which found that the 
pandemic had accelerated 
structural trends such as 
digitisation, more local and 
regional infrastructure use, as 
well as service innovations and 
adaptations.

ISSUE 4. SEPTEMBER 2021
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Building on this evidence 
base, our reform roadmap was 
developed in close collaboration 
with governments, industry, and 
communities. To achieve this, 
we completed a comprehensive 
engagement program that 
targeted more than 6,500 
community members and 
industry stakeholders across 
Australia’s cities and regions.

This collaboration has 
helped ensure our reform 
recommendations have broad 
support, providing the strong 
foundation we believe is needed 
to deliver lasting reform.

As a result, the 2021 plan 
represents an industry consensus 
of the actions required to 
respond to the Covid-19 
pandemic, and deliver the 
infrastructure needed to support 
Australia’s economic recovery 
and build our resilience to future 
shocks and stresses.  

Reforms to support the ongoing 
national recovery
To support our national recovery, 
we need collective action from 
governments and industry, which 
combines both investment and 
reform. We have seen significant 
investment in the infrastructure 
sector throughout Australia in 
recent years. 

To continue the national 
recovery, we need to pursue 
reforms that unlock the full 
benefits of stimulus spending 
through targeted reform to 
deliver better and more resilient 
infrastructure services. 

To do this in Australia, we need 
to focus on:
•	 Supporting growth outside 

our largest cities, in regional 
centres and Northern 
Australia.

•	 Invest in transformative 
technology to deliver 
affordable and sustainable 
infrastructure services. 

ISSUE 4. SEPTEMBER 2021
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•	 Promoting changes to 
the behaviour around 
infrastructure use, 
empowering Australians to 
make sustainable choices.

•	 Improving transparency and 
coordination of the project 
pipeline and reforms to 
improve industry productivity.

•	 Increasing collaboration 
across infrastructure delivery 
to support productivity and 
innovation.

Implementing our reform 
agenda
Our role is to work collaboratively 
alongside government, industry, 
and the community to support 
the implementation of reforms 
needed in the infrastructure 
sector.

To support the adoption and 
implementation of reforms across 
government and industry, we 
worked to ensure the reform 
agenda outlined in the 2021 plan 
was practical and actionable.

Therefore, each reform 
incorporates a recommendation, 
which is supported by interim 
outcomes and a series of 
enabling activities. We also 
identified parties to sponsor, lead 
and support reform as well as the 
time-period for their adoption.

Notwithstanding this, we believe 
the challenge of progressing 
reform is a shared one – that 
is why Infrastructure Australia 
stands ready to partner with 
all levels of government 
and industry to support the 
implementation of reform.

ISSUE 4. SEPTEMBER 2021
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We are thrilled to confirm the 
programme for the Building Nations 
2021 (BN21) virtual event, to be 
held online from 16 – 19 November.

There is an outstanding range 
of speakers and panellists that 
promise to be thought-provoking. 
We are looking forward to hearing 
what they have to say, and we will 
be highlighting session themes and 
speakers over the next few weeks 
as we build up to the event.

We have changed the format to 
three-hour morning and afternoon 
sessions over four days to enable 
as much participation as possible 
and really hope you can make an 
event of it at your place.

As a virtual event, this year’s BN21 
is even easier to attend, and we 
hope BN21 becomes an event at 
workplaces around the country, 
with as many staff as are able to, 
tuning in.

Delivering a successful Building 
Nations event would not be 
possible without our sponsors, 
and we are incredibly grateful for 
their ongoing support in delivering 
this year’s premier event in the 
country’s infrastructure calendar.

Further details of BN21, including 
the speaker programme and 
ticketing can be found here.

Building Nations 2021
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The Government released its three-
year National Land Transport 
Programme (NLTP) earlier this 
month.

The programme represents a 
$24.3 billion package for transport 
services and infrastructure over 
the next three years, a 44 percent 
increase compared to the last 
three years. The programme will 
be managed by Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Agency. 

Funding has been allocated to 
the key areas of maintenance 
and operations ($2 billion), public 
transport investment, walking 
and cycling and the Road to Zero 
strategy. Allocations made as part 
of the New Zealand Road Upgrade 
programme and the former 
Provincial Growth Fund are also 
included in the package.

Gisborne and the West Coast have 
received the lowest allocations 
in each of the four primary areas. 
Auckland has received the bulk 
of the funding allocation of $7.3 
billion, with the Wellington region at 
a distant second of $3.1 billion and 
the Waikato third with $1.5 billion. 
Other allocations in descending 
order are:
•	 Bay of Plenty – $1.4 billion
•	 Manawatū/Whanganui – $1.3 

billion
•	 Canterbury – $1.2 billion
•	 Otago/Southland – $1.1 billion
•	 Northland – $751 million
•	 Taranaki – $447 million
•	 Hawke’s Bay – $376 million
•	 Nelson, Tasman and 

Marlborough – $289 million
•	 Gisborne – $209 million
•	 West Coast – $178 million.

2021-23 National Land
Transport Programme 
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The NLTP includes an allocation 
of $1.3 billion to implement the 
NZ Rail Plan and $30 million to 
support coastal shipping. Further 
announcements on how this will 
support moving freight along the 
blue highway will be made later. 
                                                                               
Almost $7 billion will be invested 
in local road and state highway 
maintenance, which will see 
around 7,000 lane kilometres of 
state highway and 18,000 lane 
kilometres of local roads renewed.  
A further $3.9 billion will be spent 
on road improvements that will help 
connect communities, ensure the 
reliable movement of freight and 
improve network resilience across 
the country.

There have been reports of many 
of our roads being “sweated” so the 
increased funding for maintenance 
will hopefully allow critical 
maintenance and repair works to 
be undertaken. Timely maintenance 
of our roading infrastructure can 
achieve significant cost savings 
as compared to allowing roads to 
deteriorate significantly that then 
require full replacement.
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While not transport infrastructure, 
the next stage of Taumarunui’s 
water infrastructure upgrade is a 
case in point. The Ruapehu District 
Council is spending $1.1 million 
on relining the wastewater and 
stormwater mains along Hakiaha 
Street. The council has stated 
that relining the existing pipes 
will both strengthen and extend 
the life of the pipes by up to 80 
years. Relining rather than full 
replacement will save both money 
and community disruption from 
needing to dig up the main street.
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The July edition of InfraRead noted 
that following the Climate Change 
Commission’s final advice to the 
Government on how New Zealand 
can reach its climate target, the 
Government had until 31 December 
2021 to set the first three emissions 
budgets out to 2035 and release its 
first all-of-government emissions 
reduction plan.

Cabinet agreed to begin consulting 
for six weeks on the Emissions 
Reduction Plan in early October but 
has decided to push out the timing 
of the final plan by five months to 
the end of May 2022.

It appears consultation will take 
place on a consultation document 
as opposed to a draft Emission 
Reduction Plan. It is unclear 
whether New Zealanders will get an 
opportunity to provide comments 
and feedback on a draft Emissions 
Reduction Plan.

The Minister for Climate Change, 
Hon James Shaw, has stated the 
change will allow organisations and 
communities key to the Emissions 
Reduction Plan’s success to focus 
on getting through the worst of the 
Covid-19 outbreak before engaging 
with the plan.

Minister Shaw says the new 
timeline will also align with the 
2022 National Budget.

The final Emissions Reduction 
Plan will set out the policies and 
strategies Aotearoa New Zealand 
will take to meet the country’s first 
ever emissions budget. It will also 
set the direction for how future 
emissions budgets will be met.

New Zealand’s first 
Emissions Reduction Plan
pushed out to 2022

ISSUE 4. SEPTEMBER 2021
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The Government published its 
Government Policy Statement on 
Housing and Urban Development 
(GPS-HUD) earlier this week, ahead 
of the 1 October deadline.  

The GPS-HUD is a multi-decade 
system strategy for housing and 
urban development. Its vision is, 
Everyone in Aotearoa New Zealand 
lives in a home and within a 
community that meets their needs 
and aspirations. 

The GPS-HUD has six focus areas: 
•	 Ensure more affordable homes 

are built
•	 Ensure houses meet needs 
•	 Enable people into stable, 

affordable homes
•	 Support whānau to have safe, 

healthy affordable homes with 
secure tenure

•	 Re-establish housing’s primary 
role as a home rather than a 
financial asset

•	 Plan and invest in our places. 

The GPS-HUD will be administered 
by the Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Development and it can be 
accessed here. 

The Government has also released 
the new Maihi Ka Ora the National 
Māori Housing Strategy, which 
is strongly connected to the 
GPS-HUD through Te Maihi o te 
Whare Māori – the Māori Housing 
Innovation Framework for Action. 

Infrastructure New Zealand made 
a submission on the discussion 
document for the GPS-HUD in July 
raising several concerns such as: 
•	 discussions being on housing 

for all New Zealanders but 
the primary focus actually 
being on housing in the urban 
environment, thus requiring a 
vision that reflects this focus 

•	 the lack of a definition of 
affordable housing and the 
absence of the housing 
continuum 

Government Policy 
Statement on Housing 
and Urban Development

ISSUE 4. SEPTEMBER 2021
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•	 the need to recognise and 
acknowledge New Zealand’s 
infrastructure deficit 

•	 the need to have regard for 
the perquisite infrastructure 
greenfield developments 
will need in order for those 
communities to be thriving and 
inclusive 

•	 local government 
disproportionately burdened 
with achieving the aspirations 
of the GPS-HUD and the 
Government’s roles and 
responsibilities mainly limited to 
setting the rules and direction 

•	 the need for an implementation 
plan and monitoring framework 
to be published alongside the 
GPS-HUD. 

We are not satisfied the published 
GPS-HUD adequately addresses 
our concerns. Our full submission 
can be accessed here. 

https://www.infrastructure.org.nz/resources/Submissions/2021/Submission%20of%20Infrastruture%20New%20Zealand%20-%20Discussion%20document_GPS-HUD.pdf
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The Government announced the 
Infrastructure Acceleration Fund 
(IAF) in March this year. The IAF 
is a two-stage contestable fund of 
at least $1 billion for infrastructure 
investment to facilitate housing 
development in the short to 
medium-term. It is intended to 
jump-start developments and 
increase the pace of housing 
supply.

Eligible applicants first submit 
expressions of interest, with a 
smaller number then invited to 
submit full proposals.

Initial expressions of interest closed 
on 20 August. Over 200 proposals 
totalling over $5 billion were 
submitted, mostly from councils 
and with the majority of proposals 
estimating delivery of housing 
within the next five years, if they 
receive funding.

The IAF fund is administered 
by Kāinga Ora – Homes and 
Communities and is part of the $3.8 
billion Housing Acceleration Fund.

Kāinga Ora is currently undertaking 
an initial evaluation, with applicants 
to be informed of the outcome in 
mid-October. Successful applicants 
from the initial evaluation will be 
invited to submit a more detailed 
response to a request for proposal 
to enable Kāinga Ora to undertake 
its due diligence.

The majority of the final IAF 
funding decisions will be made 
in 2022, but Kāinga Ora may be 
able to fast-track some proposals 
through the negotiation process.

Infrastructure 
Acceleration Fund 
oversubscribed
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Parliament’s Transport and 
Infrastructure Committee released 
its report regarding the inquiry into 
congestion pricing in Auckland 
late last month. Infrastructure New 
Zealand had made a submission on 
the inquiry back in May supporting 
the introduction of congestion 
pricing in Auckland.

The Select Committee has 
recommended the implementation 
of a congestion pricing scheme in 
Auckland. It has gone further to 
recommend that the Government 
should progress legislation to 
enable New Zealand cities to use 
congestion pricing as a tool in 
transport planning.

The Select Committee has made 
eight recommendations that mainly 
endorse the work and approach 
of The Congestion Project 
(TCQ), a joint project between 
officials from Auckland Council, 
Auckland Transport, the Ministry 
of Transport, Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Agency, The Treasury 
and Te Kawa Mataaho Public 
Service Commission. 

TCQ itself emerged from an 
Auckland Transport Alignment 
Project recommendation in 
2016 that demand management 
interventions should be explored to 
achieve substantial improvements 
in Auckland’s transport outcomes.

The Select Committee has 
recommended broad public 
engagement “to help people 
understand the costs and benefits 
of a specific scheme”.

Like TCQ’s preferred scheme, 
the Transport and Infrastructure 
Committee has recommended 
that Auckland’s congestion pricing 
scheme should have the below key 
features:
•	 a region-wide strategic corridors 

scheme starting in the Auckland 
City Centre

•	 an access charge that would 
apply once per journey in peak 
times

Congestion pricing 
recommended for New 
Zealand’s cities
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•	 the use of automatic number 
plate recognition technology 
to identify vehicles that incur a 
charge.

The Select Committee’s choice 
of an access charge is based 
on vehicles accessing a cordon, 
irrespective of where the journey 
originated. The Select Committee’s 
report does not consider the 
merits of congestion pricing being 
based on where a vehicle journey 
originated. 

For instance, congestion pricing 
could be levied on journeys 
originating in brownfield areas that 
are close to the city centre and 
key nodes that have adequate and 
rapid/frequent public transport 
services, while exempting vehicle 
journeys originating in areas where 
public transport services are 
inadequate and/or infrequent, with 
new cordons being introduced in 
stages as adequate infrastructure 
and services are provided.

The report has shied away from 
taking a position on whether 
the Auckland regional fuel tax 
should be phased out prior to the 
introduction of congestion pricing, 
and instead recommends that 
research be undertaken whether 
changes to, or the removal of, the 
Auckland regional fuel tax may be 
appropriate.

The Select Committee’s report 
does not speculate when exactly 
congestion pricing should be 
introduced in Auckland, but it 
does state that the status of 
projects such as the City Rail Link, 
Auckland light rail and a second 
Waitematā Harbour crossing should 
be considered alongside potential 
timelines for implementing 
congestion pricing.

The Transport and Infrastructure 
Committee’s report can be found 
here.

https://www.parliament.nz/resource/en-NZ/SCR_115680/822bf3a0a73ab30ad20c15c02adf334e1548bb67
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The Government is continuing to 
advance its Three Waters Reform 
Programme. 

At the request of the local 
government sector, a two-month 
engagement period through 
August and September was 
agreed to, allowing time for 
local government to understand 
how the Government’s reform 
proposals affect their councils and 
communities, identify issues of 
local concern, and suggest possible 
ways of addressing these. 

No formal council decisions 
were required in this period. The 
Government anticipates reform 
discussions will continue beyond 
October.

The Government will consider the 
feedback and take decisions on the 
next steps in the reform pathway, 
including the process for public 
consultation on the proposals. 
These decisions will be taken 
and communicated in the coming 
months. 

The background to the Three 
Waters Reform Programme can be 
accessed here and a programme 
overview can be viewed here.

As part of the reform programme, 
the Stormwater Technical 
Working Group was established 
in March 2021 to identity future 
arrangements for the planning 
and management of stormwater 
services and how those services 
could be successfully delivered by 
the proposed Three Waters service 
entities, while protecting and 
enhancing the relationship between 
the proposed water service entities 
and local authorities.
 
The technical group has recently 
released its report titled Proposed 
approach to the transfer of
stormwater functions and delivery 
to new water service entities. 

Three waters reform 
programme update
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The report identifies key issues, 
risks, opportunities, and options 
associated with the transfer, and 
includes proposals for:
•	 the future arrangements for the 

transfer of stormwater assets 
and management of stormwater 
systems and infrastructure

•	 managing the interface between 
the roles and functions of the 
proposed water services entities, 
local authorities, mana whenua, 
transport providers, and regional 
councils to work together to 
manage stormwater systems and 
functions

•	 an approach and timeframe for 
the transfer of responsibility 
for managing stormwater from 
local authorities to the proposed 
water service entities.

The report can be accessed here.

https://www.dia.govt.nz/three-waters-reform-programme-stormwater
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2021 Diversity Awards NZ
Infrastructure New Zealand members Downer New Zealand and Warren and Mahoney have been 
recognised for their commitment to diversity at the 2021 Diversity Awards NZ. 

Downer New Zealand received the Leadership Award (Medium-Large Organisation Highly 
Commended) in recognition of its efforts to create a culture where difference is communicated, 
celebrated and included. Downer has developed initiatives to increase and value diversity, attract 
employees in a competitive workplace, and increase diversity at the leadership level.  

Warren and Mahoney received the Diverse Talent Award (Medium-Large Organisation Highly 
Commended) for taking steps to hire and support more women since 2017, and introducing 
measures to increase the number of Māori and Pasifika in the organisation. The firm has also 
improved its hiring processes and enhanced its flexible working practices.

Ka pai to both companies on this recognition. 

Transmission Gully delayed further
Wellington’s Transmission Gully was due to open on 27 September, but its opening has now been 
delayed, again. 

Transmission Gully is New Zealand’s first motorway to be constructed under a public-private 
partnership contract. The Wellington Gateway Partnership (WGP) was awarded the contract to 
design, construct, finance, and then operate and maintain the new motorway for 25 years. 

WGP and its subcontractor CPB HEB Joint Venture have advised Waka Kotahi NZ Transport 
Agency that the recent Covid-19 lockdown, Alert Level 3 restrictions, and supply chain 
constraints as a result of the extended lockdown in Auckland have impacted their ability to meet 
the contractually agreed opening date. 
A new opening date for the motorway has yet to be confirmed.

Other note-worthy announcements

ISSUE 4. SEPTEMBER 2021
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Auckland’s new rail operator from 2022
Auckland Transport has awarded the tender for Auckland’s passenger rail operations to 
Auckland One Rail. 

Auckland One Rail is a joint venture comprising ComfortDelGro Transit Pte Ltd (CDGT) and UGL 
Rail Pty Ltd (UGL Rail) in a 50:50 equity relationship. 

CDGT’s parent, CDG, is one of the world’s largest multi-modal passenger transport providers, 
with a footprint in seven countries, more than 24,000 employees and a turnover of NZ$3.4 billion 
in 2020. CDG, through its subsidiary SBS Transit, is the operator and maintainer of two Singapore 
mass rapid transit lines and a light rail system. 

UGL Rail’s parent, UGL, is Australia’s largest supplier of outsourced rail asset management 
and rolling stock maintenance services, with a fleet of more than 2,000 rail vehicles across its 
Australian rolling stock maintenance contracts. UGL is also consortium partner in Metro Trains 
Melbourne, Metro Trains Sydney, Canberra light rail and the operator of Adelaide’s light rail 
system. 

AOR will be responsible for train operations as well as electric train maintenance, station 
operations and maintenance, safety, and security. AOR will also establish an additional rolling 
stock maintenance facility for train overhauls in South Auckland with targeted employment of 
Māori and Pasifika into trades and engineering apprenticeships. This complements the existing 
facility at Wiri. 

The unsuccessful tenderer was Aka Tangata Ltd (ATL), a consortium comprising Transdev NZ 
Ltd, John Holland NZ Ltd and CAF NZ Ltd. Transdev’s passenger rail contract has been in place 
since 2004 and, following several extensions, expires in March 2022. 

The new contract is worth around $130 million a year and has an initial term of eight years. 

Other note-worthy announcements
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Official cash rate set to rise in October
The Reserve Bank of New Zealand is almost certain to raise the official cash rate (OCR) early 
next month. An increase of 25 basis points is widely expected with further identical hikes 
possible thereafter. The Reserve Bank was likely to increase the OCR by 50 basis points in 
August, which it only held off due to the challenges of communicating a hike at the same time 
New Zealand went into a national lockdown. 

9 August power blackout - phase one review complete
Last month’s edition of InfraRead covered the 9 August electricity cuts and the subsequent 
announcement of a review by the Electricity Authority. Phase one of that review is now complete. 

The Electricity Authority has published a report attributing the failure primarily to shortcomings 
in Transpower’s communications processes and its load shed and restore decision 
support tool. The authority’s report also makes several recommendations. Transpower has 
begun implementing some of the recommendations and the process to implement other 
recommendations is expected to commence soon. It has already made improvements to its 
communications processes and suspended use of the load shed and restore decision support 
tool. The Electricity Authority’s report and Transpower’s response to the report can be accessed 
here. 

The Electricity Authority is progressing phase two of its review, which has a broader scope. 

Low Emission Vehicles Infrastructure - 20 October
We have just launched our next event, Low Emission Vehicles Infrastructure, scheduled to be 
held virtually on 20 October. 

The Minister of Transport, Hon Michael Wood, will deliver the keynote address and we have an 
exciting line-up of speakers and panellists to explore this very relevant topic. 

We look forward to you joining us on 20 October. A reminder there is no cost to attending this 
event. If you have not already received an invite, please reach out to Paige Hallam at 
paige.hallam@infrastructure.org.nz to assist you with the registration process. 

We thank the China Construction Bank for sponsoring this event. 

Other note-worthy announcements
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OCTOBER

Low Emission Vehicle Infrastructure (virtual)
Sponsored by China Construction Bank

NOVEMBER
 
Building Nations (virtual) 
Premier Sponsor ANZ

DECEMBER

Renewable Energy and Hydrogen 
Sponsored by Bank of New Zealand

More information on these member events will be released soon.

PAST EVENT

Auckland Light Rail recording
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https://www.infrastructure.org.nz/event-4502571
https://web.cvent.com/event/98794db8-a603-4222-aaeb-b9ffe7f2c25e/websitePage:d89460ea-1237-40b4-afe3-c907fd506231
https://youtu.be/WQBrxSrtxM0

